SIR PERCY COX

Meanwhile the extremist elements proclaimed that a new
Cabinet was to be formed out of their number, under the
presidency of a certain religious firebrand and a joint mani-
festo was published in the vernacular papers demanding that
the British element in the administration should be entirely
eliminated.

It was in such a highly charged atmosphere that on a Stifling
day in August, the 23rd to be precise, I proceeded officially to
the Palace to offer my congratulations to His Majesty on this
the first anniversary of his accession, and juSt before entering
the building was treated to an anti-mandate demonstration
by what proved to be a small packed crowd. I took im-
mediate Steps to demand an apology, which was accorded,
but at the same moment it was announced that King Faisal
had been Struck down by a sudden and dangerous attack of
appendicitis, necessitating an immediate operation and in-
volving his complete insulation from the affairs of State for
some time to come. I was thus faced with a unique if critical
situation. The cabinet had resigned ; the King was incapaci-
tated ; the Bagdad Vilayet and the Euphrates tribes were on
the verge of rebellion to all appearances likely to be not less
serious than that of 1920 and organised by the same elements*
The Turks at the same moment, with their prestige greatly
increased by their defeat of the Greeks, were in Rowanduz and
Rania and were threatening Sulaimaniyeh. No authority was
in faft left in the country except my own as High Commis-
sioner and I felt bound to use it to the fuU. Accordingly a
proclamation was at once issued explaining the situation and
Stating that the emergent measures which were being taken did
not portend any change in the settled policy of H.M's Govern-
ment. At the same time all friendly and moderate persons who
had the welfare of their country at heart were called upon to
rally to the side of the High Commissioner and resist irres-
ponsible agitators. The ringleaders were forthwith arrested;
the two new extremist parties closed down and certain mis-
chievous papers suppressed. At the same time the two
Persian divines who had been responsible for the anti-Foreign
manifestoes were advised to repair to their own homeland
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